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VerShare
To enhance a spirit of community, foster economic development, and contribute to 

projects that benefit the residents of Vershire.

Sustainable Vershire Report 2018 - Gregory Wilson
This past year in keeping with our focus on the question, "is it possible for Vershire to become a 
sustainable community?" we had several events and speakers come to Vershire. 

First was Alan Betts, atmospheric researcher and Vermont’s leading climate scientist. We walked 
around Vershire talking about weather, climate and considered the impact on streams, roads, building 
locations and future building. At the pot luck, we had a discussion focused on understanding climate 
change and its impact on Vermont and implications for Vershire.

Another was Sam Bliss, Guest speaker from UVM, Sam spoke on exactly what degrowth is about and 
how we can help ourselves and our communities by embracing this somewhat radical idea of using/
buying less

In the Spring we had a seed-sharing/swapping event, and in the fall, Sylvia Davatz founder of  the 
Solstice Seed Catalog and member of the Upper Valley Seed Savers group, spoke to a full house 
about seed saving and community sharing.

Idea for a topic or a speaker for 2019? Please contact Gregory Wilson 333-9102

Dear Vershire Community, 

Please join your friends and neighbors for the annual  

VerShare Dinner & Presentation 
Friday January 25th

Lasagna Dinner 5:30-6:30pm
Presentation 6:30-7:00pm

VerShare Annual Meeting: 7:00 - 8:00pm
This years presentation will be from a group of Rivendell students on their 
exciting adventures during their 2-week bike trip from Orford to Quebec.

(David Hooke will be cooking the lasagna, you are welcome to bring something to share)
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Vershire Community Library Report 2018 - Andrea Herrington
Our little Library continues to be a strong center for our community. Throughout 2018, approximately 
235 unique visits by children and teens occurred as well as 215 unique visits by adults.  Over 357 
books were borrowed and 230 books were documented as being returned.  Recorded visits were 
down slightly but books borrowed increased significantly, up from 191 last year, and the number of 
books returned remained fairly steady.  However, we are still working to refine our system.  

Vershire Community Library relies on a robust base of volunteers to open, run programs, and offer 
services.  In 2018 we had more than 12 regular adult volunteers running our Saturday hours, Thursday 
afternoon afterschool hours, as well as special programs.  In addition, we have seen increasing 
numbers of teen volunteers; a special note of gratitude to Merle Jr, William, Gabriel, Jonathon, Lila, 
Benjamin, Tovahn, and Alice for stepping up to offer their time for everything from book sale support to 
playing with the youngest Library visitors to cleaning and organizing (if someone has been omitted I 
am truly sorry).  

The Friends of Vershire Library continue to facilitate the Spring Book, Bake, & Plant Sale ($1,129.00) 
and the Fall Book Sale ($435.00) that are the primary fundraisers for the Library.  This loose knit group 
of reliable folks step up year after year to donate books, lug boxes, sort books, repot plants, bake 
delicious treats, and spread the word about these fundraisers as well as clean up afterwards. Again, 
thank you to all, truly too many to name but all gratefully held in our hearts.

Special programs this year included:
Gaming UnPlugged, Music Workshop, Green Up Day kids activity, Chinese New Year paper crafts
Halloween Open House, Van Trip (9 kids) to McAuliffe-Shepard Discovery Center in Concord, NH

Annual Winter Wonderland Pajama Storytime (13 kids, 10 adults)
 

Klatch Report 2018 - Ethel Pike 
Klatch is a library sponsored VerShare event for adults which meets on Wednesday mornings at the 
Church Orr House at 7:30. The group has held steady at five regulars and expands in the summer. A 
new regular has joined our group recently and alas John Roy has left the group after many seasons. 
Our members now also come from Norwich and Strafford, everyone has strong ties to VerShare and 
Vershire. As a group we’d love to welcome  some new folks to join us for coffee/tea and conversation. 


We use a short video to get us thinking and “jump start’ a discussion. Topics for the video have been 
varied, history, philosophy, food, ancient ideas and modern ones. Right now we are learning about 
the worlds “great voyages” and their impact on trade and humanity. 


Mostly, we have the opportunity to be social, learn something new, meet our neighbors, and have a 
laugh or two along the way. There is no cost, so it’s a great option if your feeling house bound or 
you’ve run out of things to say to your cat.  For more info, call Ethel at 685-3874




S E Q U O I A  C L U B

22nd Annual VerShare
SNOWSHOE-A-THON  

Saturday, March 2nd, 2019 

Winter Carnival & lunch for participants at
The Mountain School (finish line) 

REGISTRATION: 9:45-10:45am (all on trail by 11am) 

REGISTRATION AND START LINE AT VERSHIRE TOWN CENTER BUILDING 
one mile or two mile options many snowshoes available to borrow  

PLEDGE FORMS AVAILABLE ONLINE SOON at vershare.org 
 or at the door 

MANY THANKS TO OUR SNOW ANGEL DONORS, 
who pledge for every child; every kid that 
participates can help raise money just by 

snowshoeing! 

Help fund the VerShare Community Camp  

with winter FUN 
 Each summer about 75 children & teens from Vershire & neighboring towns benefit from 

the experience of this enriching program which we are committed to keeping

SUMMER CAMP FREE FOR ALL KIDS!  

http://vershare.org
http://vershare.org
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Time to Become a Member of the Community 
VerShare is a non-profit, tax-empt community organization incorporated in 1998. Thanks to the hard 
work and support of many Vershire residents, VerShare has been able to make contributions to the town 
of Vershire that have enriched our way of life for nearly 20 years.  

Member support, dedicated volunteers, and generous contributions are essential for VerShare to keep 
doing what it does. No town taxpayer money goes to VerShare. 

I’m not going to list of all the expenses we have, nor am I going to list of all the wonderful things we have 
done. I am simply going to say that, if you are reading this newsletter, you are a member of this 
community. We want you involved. We want you to come to our events, gatherings and programs. Please 
join us in making Vershire a special place. 

Annual Membership Levels: 

__Individual $10 __Family $15 _Friend $25 _Associate $60 _Sponsor $150 __Sustainer $500  

(All members receive special discounts at the Made-in-Vershire Shop / Sponsor or Sustainer members 
receive a $5/night discount at the Hostel.)  

Mail To: P.O.Box 112, Vershire, VT 05079      Please Make Checks payable to VerShare. 

Donations above individual/family membership are tax-deductible. VerShare FIN: 03-0356227  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Name(s):__________________________

Address:__________________________

__________________________________

Town:____________________________

Email:____________________________

State:____________ Zip:_____________

VISIT VERSHARE ONLINE 

www.vershare.org

www.facebook.com/
madeinvershireshop

email: information@vershare.org

Community/Senior Lunch
Delicious meals from a volunteer group led by our chef Ken Stella!


Originally started to provide Seniors an opportunity to have food and 
social interaction, it has become an inclusive community lunch where all 
ages are welcome. No charge for the meal, however any donation 
received supports the lunch. A regular crowd of 16-20 are served every 
week. Catch up with friends, meet new neighbors, have dessert!


Come Join Us! First Wednesday every month

Town Center Building 12 Noon


We missed two months this year, due to weather. Check the “Listserve” 
or call the Town Clerk (685-2227) if the weather looks iffy.

Made in Vershire Shop - Marissa Mazzucco
It was a busy year with December our biggest month. Popular items were syrup, meat, ceramics, and 
our knitted goods. In other news we have a new Renai heater and now carry town trash bags.
Last January Van McPherson gave an Icelandic double knitting demo.  

Thanks to Peggy Darrow for her baked goods at the “Café” and to Sue Seargant, Deb Kingsbury and 
Carl Choquette for filling in.

Also thanks to Helen Wilson and Madge Morris who are running the shop once a month each. Other 
helpers this year have been Jo Hamlin, Kelly Bushey, Dawn Hancy, and Kathy Zachary.

If you’re interested in having your product in the shop please stop by between 10-1 Saturdays. Or 
email Marissa Mazzucco — creativemiamuse@gmail.com

VERSHIRE DAY 
LIVE AUCTION

July 6, 2019
Live auction with Uriah Wallace 
proceeds go to further renovations 
of the Church-Orr house:
-Porch Replacement 
-Handicapped Access
-Weatherization & Insulation.
 
The auction committee - David 
Hooke, Marissa Mazzucco, Mary-
Pat Donaldson - will be seeking 
donations of goods and services in 
the coming months. 

Auction Schedule
11:30 Viewing
12:00 Live & Silent Auctions
2:00 Check out & cleanup 
Auction to be followed by the 
Parade at 2:45 and the Chicken 
BBQ at 3:00…music, fireworks!

mailto:creativemiamuse@gmail.com
mailto:creativemiamuse@gmail.com
http://www.vershare.org
http://www.facebook.com/madeinvershireshop
http://www.facebook.com/madeinvershireshop
http://www.vershare.org
http://www.facebook.com/madeinvershireshop
http://www.facebook.com/madeinvershireshop


	

VerShare Board of Directors

Aaron Hoopes - President Helen Wilson - Treasurer Eleanor Zue - Secretary Shirley Collins - Hostel Manager 

Ethel Pike            Marissa Mazzucco - MIV Kareen Obydol-Alexandre

Committee Leaders: Church Orr House - David Hooke,, Library & Summer Camp - Andrea Herrington, Snowshoe-a-thon - Karl Vitols,

Sustainable Vershire- Gregory Wilson, Cabaret - Debra Kingsbury, Civics Clatch - Jean McDonald,  Directory - Reva Seybolt

VerShare Financial Report - Helen Wilson 

Financially, 2018 was a good year in many ways. First and foremost, membership donations to the general fund 
totalled $7,717. 

A team of dedicated volunteers did a great job of fund-raising, bringing in almost $10,000 for needed repairs 
and upgrades to the Church-Orr House. With the help of members of VerShare and the community, a number of 
improvements should lead to significant savings in fuel for many years to come, as well as creating a more 
comfortable space for guests, visitors to the Made-In-Vershire Shop, and people attending events and the 
library. We ended the year with $964 to continue this work. The Church-Orr House was built in 1830, and in 
addition to maintaining and heating it, the insurance and taxes continue to be a big part of our budget.

Also this year we published a new Vershire Directory. Many of our friends and neighbors supported this effort 
by advertising in it – we hope you will support their businesses and keep the Vershire economy growing.

This year the Children's Activity Fund again provided a free camp for children from 2 ½ to 12 years old, with 
youth camp counselors and counselors-in-training participating as well. The fundraisers that support this fund 
are the Snowshoe-A-Thon and the Silent Auction. Each year the Library holds a book, bake, and plant sale in 
June and a second book sale in the fall. This year the total raised for the Children's Activity Fund was $11,161, 
and expenses totaled $10,862 plus a contribution to offset the overall expenses for the Church-Orr House

The Made-In-Vershire (MIV) Shop offers quality goods produced by local craftspeople and farmers. The 
variety and quality of the items for sale were reflected in an increase in sales, with this year's total of $6,992, 
and our local vendors netted $5,795. The shop is open every Saturday from 10:00 until 1:00. Coffee and snacks 
are always on hand, making the shop a place for social gathering on Saturday mornings. 

The Stagecoach Stop Hostel, located on the second floor of the historic Church-Orr House offers  
accommodations for up to six people in three refurbished bedrooms. The Hostel also had an increase in income 
from donations by guests – up from $2,619 in 2017 to $3,163 in 2018. 

Overall, our deficit for 2018 was $6,288, which is better than 2017's deficit of $9,459. In 2019, we will work to 
make all our fund-raising events successful, and will be adding a major event in the form of a live auction, so 
that we can continue our mission to “enhance a spirit of community involvement, foster economic 
development, and contribute to projects benefiting the residents of Vershire.”
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
February 17th 3:00pm - 5:00pm  Chinese New Year Feast - Town Center 

March 2nd -All-Day Event 22nd Annual Snowshoe-A-Thon From the Vershire Town Center to 
the Mountain School (Lunch Provided) Volunteers Email - snowshoe.a.thon@gmail.com  
April 6th - 5:30 - 7:00pm Vershire Cabaret 

July 6th 2019 - Vershire Day & LIVE AUCTION - Town Center (Get Ready for a BIG EVENT!!!)

August 5th - 9th Vershire Summer Camp

ONGOING EVENTS 
1st Wednesday Every Month - Community Lunch/Senior Lunch at Town Center 

Saturday Mornings 10:00am - 1:00pm - Made in Vershire Shop 

Wednesday Mornings 7:30am - Klatch at COH 

Fourth Friday Every Month - Potluck/Soup Night at Town Center 
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